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Along the Caspian, and in the country washed by the Oxus
and Yaxartes, Aryan and non-Aryan tribes were mingled
together for centuries. Though the relation between Aryas
and Turas was hostile, and though there were continual wars
between them, as we learn from the great Persian epic, the
ShahnameJi, it does by no means follow that all the nomad
races who infested the settlements of the Aryas were of Tatar
blood and speech. Turvasa and his descendants, who repre-
sent the Turanians, are described in the later epic poems of
India as cursed and deprived of their inheritance in India; but
in the Vedas Turvasa is represented as worshipping Aryan gods.
Even in the Shahnameh, Persian heroes go over to the Turanians
and lead them against Iran, very much as Coriolanus led the
Samnites against Rome. We may thus understand why so
many Turanian or Scythian names, mentioned by Greek writers,
should show evident traces of Aryan origin. Aspa was the
Persian name for horse, and in the Scytliian names Aspctbota,
Aspalcara,) and Asparatlia1 we can hardly fail to recognise the
same element. Even the name of the Aspasian mountains,
placed by Ptolemy in Scythia, indicates a similar origin. Nor
is the word Arya unknown beyond the Oxus. There is a people
called Ariacce? another called Antariani3 A king of the
Scythians, at the time of Darius, was called Ariantes. A con-
temporary of Xerxes is known by the name of Aripifhes (i. e.
Sanskrit aryapati; Zend airyapaiti) ; and Spargapifhes may
have had some connection with the Sanskrit svargapati, lord
of heaven.

We have thus traced the name of Arya from India to the
west, from Aryavarta to Ariana, Persia, Media, more doubtfully
to Armenia and Albania, to the Iron in the Caucasus, and to
some of the nomad tribes in Transoxiana. As we approach
Europe the traces of this name grow fainter, yet they are not
altogether lost.

1  Burnouf, Yasna, Notes, p. 105.

2  Ptolemy, vi. 2, and vi. 14.   There are 'Avapi&Kai on the frontiers of
Hyrcania.   Strabo, xi. 7; Pliny, Hist. Nat. vi. 10.

3  On Arimaspi and Aramsei, see Burnouf, Yasna, Notes, p. 105;
Pliny, vi. 0.